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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 14326 
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SUBJECT: CONTINUED HEAVY PRESS COVERAGE ON ALMIRANTE VISIT 
REF: ROME 14244 

SUMMARY: FUELED BY ALMIRANTE PRESS CONFERENCE OCTOBER 2 
WHICH BANNERED "AMERICAN CONNECTION" ESTABLISHED BY MSI 
DELEGATION, DAILY AND PERIODICAL PRESS COVERAGE OF MSI 
LEADERS' VISIT CONTINUES HEAVY. EDITORIAL COMMENTS ARE ALL 
CRITICAL. TERMING MSI EXPLOITATION OF WASHINGTON RECEPTION 
"GROTESQUE," CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY PAPER WARNS THAT 
VISIT "DOES NOT HELP THE FIGHT DEMOCRATIC PARTIES ARE WAGING" 
TO DEFEND ITALIAN DEMOCRACY. REPUBLICAN PARTY (PRI) ORGAN 
MAKES SAME CRITICISM EVEN MORE STRONGLY IN EDITORIAL CITING 
DAMAGE DONE BY VISIT TO "TRUE FRIENDS OF LIBERAL AND 
DEMOCRATIC AMERICA." PRI PAPER FINDS IT "PECULIAR’THAT 
PEOPLE IN RESPONSIBLE POLITICAL POSITIONS IN U.S. CAN MAKE 
"SUCH SERIOUS ERRORS OF PERSPECTIVE." LEFT OF CENTER 
PRESS SHARPLY CRITICAL OF VISIT AND INCLUDES STATEMENTS 
BY ALMIRANTE AND (FORMER AMBASSADOR) CAVALETTI CITING 
EXTREME WARMTH WHICH THEY ALLEGEDLY MET AND ALLEGED 
EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT RECEIVED AT "WHITE HOUSE" FOR THEIR 
CONTACTS WITH U.S. PARLIAMENTARIANS IN INTERESTS OF 
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WINNING LATTER'S SUPPORT OF U.S. ANTI-COMMUNIST POLICY 
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IN ITALY. FAR LEFT PRESS CONTINUES VITRIOLIC AND EM- 
PHASIZES DIFFERENT TREATMENT ACCORDED COMMUNISTS AND 
NEO-FASCIST MSI AND POSSIBLITIY THAT USG CONTEMPLATING 
USE OF MSI IN FUTURE "INTERFERENCE" IN ITALIAN AFFAIRS. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. ALMIRANTE'S HEAVILY ATTENDED PRESS CONFERENCE OCTOBER 
2 PRODUCED WIDE COVERAGE OF VISIT IN DAILY AND PERIODICAL 
PRESS. WHILE SEVERAL MAJOR PAPERS INCLUDING LA NAZIONE 
AND IL GIORNALE STUCK TO STRAIGHT REPORTING OF TRIP. 
EDITORIAL COMMENT FROM CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC (DC) AND 
REPUBLICAN PARTY (PRI) DAILIES, LEFT OF CENTER, AND FAR LEFT 
PRESS ALL CRITICAL TO VARYING EXTENT. LEFTIST WEEKLY 

( CONTROLLED BY CORRIERE DELLA SERA) IL MONDO CAUSTICALLY 
CRITICAL. WEEKLY L'EUROPEO FEATURES LONG INTERVIEW WITH 
ALMIRANTE EMPHASIZING ALLEGED CORDIALITY WITH WHICH HE 
RECEIVED. MSI DAILY (SOLD OUT TODAY ON NEWSSTANDS) AND 
PARTY WEEKLY, IL BORGHESE, PLAY UP SYMPATHETIC REMARKS 
ALLEGEDLY MADE BY U.S. MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

2. PRESS CONFERENCE LED OFF BY DESCRIPTION BY 
ALMIRANTE OF THE VISIT AND OF THE ENCOUNTERS HE HAD 
WITH U.S. CONGRESSEMN AND PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORS. 

ALMIRANTE ALSO STATED THAT MSI DELEGATION HAD CONTACTS 
WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ITALO-AMERICAN COMMUNITY, 
JOURNALISTS AND CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS. 
ALMIRANTE STATED THAT SATURDAY, (SEPTEMBER 27) MEETING 
WITH WHITE HOUSE AIDES SECURED THROUGH GOOD OFFICES OF 

A "SENATOR" ON PRECEDING DAY AND THAT RESULTING ONE-HOUR 
MEETING WAS "CORDIAL, WIDE-RANGING AND DEEP." 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ALMIRANTE AND (MSI SENATOR) 
TEDESCHI STATED THAT U.S. CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE NOW 
STUDYING PLAN FOR ECONOMIC AID TO OTHER NATIONS (INCLUDING 
ITALY) WHOSE PURPOSE IS "NATURALLY" ANTI-COMMUNIST. 
ALMIRANTE DENIED THAT THE MSI DELEGATION HAD SOUGHT ANY 
U.S. AID FOR MSI PARTY. HE ALSO DENIED "PERSONAL OR 

DIRECT CONTACTS" WITH AMBASSADOR VOLPE OR U.S. EMBASSY, 

OR THAT EMBASSY HAD HELPED PAVE WAY FOR HIS TRIP. 

HOWEVER, IN L'EUROPEO INTERVIEW (BELOW) HE STATED THAT 
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MSI HAD HAD "NORMAL CONTACTS" WITH AMBASSADOR GRAHAM 
MARTIN. 

4. REPUBLICAN PARTY PAPER IS HIGHLY CRITICAL OF RECEPTION 
GIVEN TO MSI TRIO. PRI ORGAN STATES THAT "IT IS PECULIAR 
THAT PEOPLE IN RESPONSIBLE POLITICAL POSITIONS IN U.S. 

CAN MAKE SUCH SERIOUS ERRORS OF PERSPECTIVE, THUS GIVING 
ALMIRANTE CHANCE TO CARRY OUT A POLITICAL SPECULATION 
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THAT CERTAINLY DOES NOT HELP THE ITALIAN DEMOCRATS, THE 
ONLY TRUE FRIENDS OF LIBERAL AND DEMOCRATIC AMERICA, 

THE ONLY ONES THAT COUNT. AMERICAN POLITICIANS SHOULD BE 
BETTER-INFORMED ABOUT ITALIAN THINGS. THIS SHOULD BE 
DONE ALSO THROUGH NORMAL DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS." 

5. CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PAPER AIMS SHAFTS PRIMARILY AT 
MSI PROPAGANDA BUILD-UP BASED ON VISIT. HOWEVER, DC 
ORGAN WARNS THAT VISIT "DOES NOT HELP THE FIGHT THE 
DEMOCRATIC PARTIES ARE WAGING IN (ITALY) TO DEFEND 
DEMOCRACY, A FIGHT RENDERED MORE AND MORE DIFFICULT BY 
THE VERY MSI PRESENCE.” 

6. ROME CENTRIST DAILY IL TEMPO SEES TRIP AS MSI ATTEMPT 
TO BRING OFF A "CONTRARY OPERATION” TO THAT ALLEGEDLY 
CARRIED OUT BY SCHLESSINGER IN 1962 IN FAVOR OF CENTER- 
LEFT. LEFT LEANING CORRIERE DELLA SERA RESTRAINED IN 
ITS COMMENTS. BUT EXPRESSES WORRY THAT IN ADDITION TO 
ALMIRANTE "DISCOVERING" AMERICA "SOME AMERICAN POLITICIANS 
SEEM TO HAVE DISCOVERED ALMIRANTE AND THE POLITICAL RECIPES 
HE HAS SO FAR PREACHED ONLY IN ITALY." MILAN DAILY IL 
GIORNO EDITIORIALIZES THAT "IT IS SURPRISING THAT WHILE 

THE (AMERICANS) REFUSE ENTRY TO COMMUNIST LEADERS, (THEY) 
GIVE A HEARING TO ONE WHO FOUGHT AGAINST THE ALLIES AND 
PARTISANS FROM THE RANKS OF THE LITTLE FASCIST REPUBLIC 
OF SALO." 

7. LEFTIST ROME DAILY IL MESSAGGERO CARRIES HEADLINE 
"ALMIRANTE: NATO OBLIGATES USA TO INTERVENE IN ITALY.” 

PAPER LEADS OFF WITH ALMIRANTE PRESS CONFERENCE STATEMENT 
THAT HE ONLY ASKS GOI TO LIVE UP TO NATO TREATY WHICH 
OBLIGATES THE "UNITED STATES TO INTERVENE IN THE EVENT 
THAT POLITICAL OR MILITARY PRESSURES MENACE THE 
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INDEPENDENCE" OF A NATO MEMBER. SOCIALIST PARTY DAILY 
AVANTI CRITICIZES U.S. ACCEPTANCE OF ADVICE ON U.S.- 
ITALIAN RELATIONS FROM ALMIRANTE AND WONDERS WHAT IS 
"POSITION OF THOSE (AMERICAN) LEADERS TOWARD FASCISM?" 

8. COMMUNIST PRESS PREDICTABLY VITRIOLIC. PARTY DAILY 
L'UNITA ASKS "IS THERE ANYBODY IN THE U.S. WHO IS TRYING 

TO INTERFERE IN OUR INTERNAL AFFAIRS THROUGH THE OBLIGING 
SERVICES OF AN EXECUTOR OF PATRIOTS." 

9. WEEKLY IL MONDO CARRIES TWO ARTICLES ON VISIT. FIRST 
HEADLINES ACCUSATION THAT USG BROKE OWN VISA LAWS IN 
GIVING VISA TO EXPONENT OF "TOTALITARIAN" PARTY. SUBSTANCE 
OF ARTICLE DOES NOT JUSTIFY HEADLINE AND CITES DEPARTMENT 
SOURCE AS STATING THAT ALMIRANTE IS PARLIAMENTARIAN 
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REPRESENTING LEGAL ITALIAN QRTY AND NOT INELIGIBLE UNDER 
1952 IMMIGRATION ACT. SECOND ARTICLE HEADLINES AND EXPANDS 
ON CHARGE THAT " IN NAME OF CRUDE ANTI-COMMUNISM, 'MISSINT 
WERE RECEIVED (IN U.S.) WITH ALL HONORS." HOWEVER, ARTICLE 
INCLUDES STATEMENTS BY SENATORS EAGLETON AND PASTORE ANDBY 
CONGRESSMAN WOLFF THAT THEY WERE NOT INFORMED ON NATURE 
OF MSI BEFORE RECEIVING ALMIRANTE. 

10. LENGTHY INTERVIEW GIVEN BY ALMIRANTE IN NEW YORK 
TO CORRESPONDENT (GEROSA) OF L'EUROPEO ACCENTUATES 
IMPRESSION THAT ALMIRANTE WARMLY RECEIVED AT CONGRESS 
AND "WHITE HOUSE” AND FOUND SYMPATHETIC HEARING FOR 
HIS VIEWS ON ITALIAN SITUATION. ALMIRANTE IS QUOTED AS 
SAYING "AND AT THE WHITE HOUSE THEY EXPRESSLY TOLD US 
THAT THEY LOOK WITH FAVOR ON THESE CONTACTS OF OURS WITH 
AMERICAN PARLIAMENTARIANS BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS 
TO CARRY OUT AN ANTI-COMMUNIST POLICY, FOR ITALY. AND 
THEY HAVE EVERY INTEREST THAT THE PARLIAMENTARIANS SUPPORT 
THEM." VOLPE 
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